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TOP STORIES THIS WEEK

McMaster budget vetoes put state Oconee County takes up broad
Al review into practice mass-surveillance restrictions
Fourteen line-item vetoes include rejection of an A proposed ordinance reaches facial recognition,
exemption that would have allowed an Al-enabled device tracking, persistent monitoring, shared
resilience system to bypass centralized state review. databases and Al-enabled profiling.

o PSC large-load docket draws o Dorchester lands automated
utilities, industry and technology solar-manufacturing investment
The state’s large-load proceeding is becoming the Translucent Solar plans a $15.675 million factory with
forum for cost allocation, system planning and rules approximately 1.2 GW of panel capacity and 167 jobs.

for data centers and other power-intensive users.
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EDITOR'S NOTE

SC Digital Ledger is built to turn a scattered stream of dockets, county actions, agency announcements, company

investments and competitive signals into one weekly South Carolina briefing. The emphasis is not simply on technology

news, but on the policy, infrastructure and commerce decisions shaping the state’s next economy.

TOP STORIES THIS WEEK

The launch edition begins with four developments that show how quickly Al governance, privacy, power and industrial investment

are converging.

DECIDED

DEVELOPIN
G

&

McMaster issues 14 line-item vetoes — and draws a line
around state Al review

Gov. Henry McMaster issued 14 line-item vetoes to the FY 2026-27 budget after
the General Assembly adopted H.5126. Among the technology provisions, he
vetoed language that would have exempted the Office of Resilience’s Al-powered
Flood Planning and Warning Solution from the state’s centralized artificial-
intelligence review requirements.

Source: Governor Henry McMaster veto message, Aug. 17, 2026; 5.C. General Assembly, H.5126.

Oconee County considers broad restrictions on mass
surveillance

Oconee County Ordinance 2026-26 would restrict county funds, property,
personnel, contracts and IT systems from supporting prohibited mass-
surveillance systems, including facial recognition, device tracking, persistent
monitoring, shared surveillance databases and Al-enabled profiling.

Source: Oconee County Ordinance 2026-26.

PSC large-load docket becomes the forum for power-intensive
growth

PSC Docket 2026-138-E now includes utilities, Google, Nucor, consumer
advocates, conservation organizations and other stakeholders debating cost
allocation, system planning and treatment of very large new loads. South
Carolina Power Team’s electric-cooperative network adds an important site-
readiness and industrial-recruitment lens to the debate.

Source: S.C. Public Service Commission, Docket 2026-138-E; South Carolina Power Team.

Dorchester County lands automated solar-manufacturing
investment

Translucent Solar plans a $15.675 million Dorchester County factory designed for
approximately 1.2 gigawatts of solar-panel production capacity and 167 jobs,

with operations targeted by the end of 2026.

Source: South Carolina manufacturing/economic-development reporting, Aug. 17, 2026.

WHY IT MATTERS TO
SOUTH CAROLINA

The veto moves the state Al
governance framework from
policy concept toward a
practical procurement and
oversight checkpoint.

WHY IT MATTERS TO
SOUTH CAROLINA

Its funding restrictions and
anti-circumvention provisions
make the proposal a potential
model for other counties and a
live test of local digital-rights
policymaking.

WHY IT MATTERS TO
SOUTH CAROLINA

Large-load rules will influence
the speed, cost and geography
of data-center and advanced-
manufacturing growth — and
who bears the infrastructure
risk.

WHY IT MATTERS TO
SOUTH CAROLINA

The project adds energy
manufacturing to the
Lowcountry’s industrial mix
and links advanced
automation, workforce and
power-ready site development.
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STATEHOUSE & POLICY / ENERGY + COMPUTE

The central statewide thread is governance under growth: who sets the rules, who carries the risk and how quickly infrastructure can

be delivered.

* Budget compromise The FY 2026-27 budget moved after
earmarked appropriations were stripped from the final
compromise, potentially shifting more local and nonprofit funding
toward agency programs, competitive grants and formula

STATEHOUSE & POLICY

mechanisms.

* Al governance The governor’s veto of an Al-review exemption
signals that the state’s AI Center of Excellence framework is
becoming an operational control point.

* 2027 horizon Data-center siting, water reporting, energy cost
allocation, digital rights and AI governance are likely to remain
central legislative issues.

COUNTIES + DIGITAL TRUST / CAPITAL +

*

* Large-load additions The PSC proceeding is moving from abstract

ENERGY + COMPUTE

debate to a concrete regulatory framework for major new
customers.

* Power Team lens South Carolina Power Team represents the
state’s 19 electric cooperatives and is a recurring source for site
readiness, industrial recruitment, infrastructure and electric-load
growth.

* Grid modernization The Carolinas NSF Grid Modernization
Engine creates a commercialization and workforce platform tied
directly to the state’s power challenge.

INNOVATION

COUNTIES + DIGITAL TRUST ofte

* Oconee County The Protection from Mass Surveillance ordinance
puts local government at the center of a statewide debate over
surveillance infrastructure and Al-enabled profiling.

» Model ordinance potential The proposal reaches funding, rights-
of-way and municipal support, giving other counties a structure they
could potentially copy.

*» All-46-county watch County agendas, ordinance packets and
planning actions are now a permanent Ledger source class, not an
occasional add-on.

CAPITAL + INNOVATION A
all

* Translucent Solar Dorchester County adds an automated energy-
manufacturing project to the state’s growing advanced-industrial
base.

* Trison Wells A $3.37 million Colleton County expansion and new
liquid-fill line adds 30 jobs and illustrates modernization beyond the
state’s largest metros.

» Innovation huhs SCRA, Boyd/GrowCo, Charleston Digital Corridor,
Harbor, NEXT/StartupGVL, eMYRge and other regional hubs are now
explicit discovery feeds.

ENERGY + COMPUTE: GRID MODERNIZATION ENGINE

WATCH

development platform

*

more than 100 partners.

in the Carolinas.

Carolinas grid collaboration becomes an economic-

The NSF Grid Modernization Engine combines an initial $15 million award with
the potential for up to $160 million over a decade. SCRA is a founding/core
partner alongside UNC Charlotte, Clemson University, York Technical College,
Joules Accelerator and E4 Carolinas, with a network spanning 36 counties and

WHY IT MATTERS TO
SOUTH CAROLINA

South Carolina’s energy
advantage will increasingly
depend not only on generation,
but also on grid technology,
commercialization, workforce
and domestic supply chains.

Source: South Carolina Research Authority; National Science Foundation Grid Modernization Engine
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WHAT COLUMBIA IS WATCHING

Five developments that deserve attention before they become routine headlines.

1 Al review becomes enforceable governance

ﬁ The governor’s veto of an exemption for the Office of Resilience indicates centralized Al review will matter in real
procurement decisions.

Local surveillance policy moves into ordinance form

Oconee’s proposal could become a template for other counties and a local-government counterpart to statewide digital-
rights legislation.

Power regulation becomes industrial policy

Large-load rules will shape not only data centers, but manufacturing, site readiness and electric-cooperative economic
development.

Energy manufacturing broadens the Lowcountry bhase

Translucent Solar adds a new advanced-manufacturing layer tied directly to the electricity supply chain.

Regional grid collaboration creates a competitive platform

The Carolinas Grid Modernization Engine offers South Carolina a route to capture research, pilots, commercialization
and workforce activity.

SC EMERGING TECH DOCKET

Dates and proceedings worth putting on the calendar now.

INSTITUTION WHY IT MATTERS

Aug. 18 Oconee County Council First reading — Ordinance 2026-26, Protection from Mass Local digital-rights test case.
Surveillance.

Sept. 1 Oconee County Council Second reading — Ordinance 2026-26. Next legislative checkpoint.

Sept. 15 Oconee County Council Third reading and public hearing — Ordinance 2026-26. Final scheduled county action.

Sept. 17 SCETA ASCENDSC™: Building the Trust State™. Energy, compute, capital,

policy, identity and payments.

Oct. 26-27 S.C.PSC Workshop — Docket 2026-138-E, large-load additions. Key stakeholder milestone for
large-load rules.
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SOUTHEAST COMPETITIVE WATCH

=
The objective is not regional news. It is to identify moves that alter South Carolina’s competitive position. |l||
e Carolinas grid collaboration can become a regional LRI T MU LY
L SOUTH CAROLINA
advantage
The Grid Modernization Engine gives North and South Carolina a shared The competitive question is
platform for grid R&D, commercialization and workforce development. For shifting from who can recruit

the project to who can deliver
power, water, permitting and
workforce with the least

South Carolina, the opportunity is to ensure the state captures deployment,
manufacturing and startup activity — not simply research participation.

Source: NSF Grid Modernization Engine in the Carolinas; SCRA. R i
execution risk.
WATCH NEXT

Georgia, North Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, Florida and Alabama remain the standing comparison set. The Ledger will
flag structural advantages in generation, transmission, site readiness, incentives, workforce, logistics, Al advanced
manufacturing, life sciences, digital assets and data-center policy.

THE LEDGER VIEW

The common thread in this launch edition is governance under growth. South Carolina is still attracting capital and
manufacturing, but the next phase will be defined by whether state and local institutions can build rules quickly enough to
protect ratepayers, individual rights and community choice without choking off investment.

Power policy, Al governance and digital privacy are no longer separate conversations. They are converging around the
same question: who controls the infrastructure, who carries the risk, and what rules are established before scale arrives?

SOURCE NOTES

+ S.C. Governor’s Office and General Assembly: FY 2026-27 budget and Aug. 17 veto message.

* Oconee County: Ordinance 2026-26, Protection from Mass Surveillance.

+ S.C. Public Service Commission DMS: Docket 2026-138-E, including Aug. 14 initial comments and workshop schedule.
« South Carolina Power Team: electric-cooperative economic development, site readiness and load-growth context.

* South Carolina Research Authority / NSF: Grid Modernization Engine in the Carolinas.

* Recurring discovery feeds include SC Tech, Charleston Digital, SCRA, DIG SOUTH, SC Commerce, FITSNews, innovation hubs and
relevant statewide/hyperlocal outlets.
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